
Nursery Whole Year Curriculum 

 

SUBJECT AUTUMN 
 1 

AUTUMN 2 SPRING   
 1 

SPRING   2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER  
2 

English Text:  
Owl Babies 
The Rainbow Fish  
The Colour Monster 

Text:  
Winnie the Witch  
Stomp, Chomp, here 
come the Dinosaurs 
Portside Pirates 
The Christmas Story 

Text:  
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
The Gingerbread Man 
The Three Little Pigs 
 

Text:  
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
The Runaway Pea 

Text:  
We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt 
Commotion in the 
Ocean 
Dear Zoo 

Text:  
Car, car, truck, jeep 
Magic Train Ride 
Zoom Rocket Zoom 
The Train Ride  

Maths More than, fewer 
than, same 

Explore and build 
with shapes and 

objects 
Pattern 

Explore repeats  
Counting 1 
Counting 2 

 

Subitising 1 
Pattern 2 

Explore position and 
space 

Show me 1,2,3 
Move and label 1, 2,3 
Explore position and 

routes 
 

Explore own first 
patterns 

Take and give 1, 2,3 
Match, talk, push and 

pull 
Talk about dots 

 

Compare and sort 
collections 

Lead on own repeats 
Start to puzzle  

Making patterns 
together 

Make games and 
actions 

Show me 5 
My own pattern 

 

Stop at 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Match, sort, compare   

UTW 
Science 
History 

Geography 
RE 

Setting in 
All About Me & My 

Nursery 

- Talk about 
themselves, family 

and home 
- Explore 

similarities and 
differences with 

others 
- Learn about 

classroom 
environment and 

Celebrations & 
Festivals 

- Explore family 
traditions and cultural 
celebrations (Diwali, 

Bonfire Night, 
Christmas) 

- Notice differences 
and similarities in 

how people celebrate 
- Use simple 

technology in play 
(torches, music 

People Who Help Us 

- Learn about 
different occupations 
(nurse, firefighter, 
police officer, builder) 
- Explore how these 
roles keep us safe 
- Talk about places in 
the local community 
- Begin to understand 
cause and effect 
through role play and 
experiments 

Animals & Growing 

- Learn about farm 
animals and pets 
- Explore how to 

care for living things 
- Plant seeds and 
observe growth 

- Notice changes in 
Spring (flowers, 

longer days) 
- Use magnifying 

glasses and tools to 
explore nature 

Our World 

- Explore maps, 
globes, and different 

places 
- Compare hot and 

cold countries 
- Learn about 

different animals and 
their habitats 

(jungle, desert, 
arctic) 

- Talk about 
similarities and 

Moving On & 
Seasons 

- Talk about changes 
in the year (summer 

to autumn) 
- Explore how we 
have grown and 

changed 
- Reflect on what 
they have learned 
about the world 

- Learn about 
transport and 



routines 
- Notice changes in 

nature (season: 
Autumn) 

- Begin to use 
senses to explore 
the world around 

them 
 

players) 
- Observe changes in 
weather (cold, dark 

nights) 
 

- Observe winter 
weather and changes 
in the environment 
  

  differences in 
homes, food, 

clothing 
- Begin to 

understand recycling 
and caring for the 

environment 
  

 
 

journeys (link to 
transition) 

- Use technology to 
record or share their 

ideas (photos, 
audio) 

 

PSHE Settling In & 
Building 
Relationships 

- Separate from 
carers with 
support 
- Understand 
routines and 
boundaries 
- Form positive 
relationships with 
adults and peers 
- Learn to share 
and take turns 
- Begin to express 
basic feelings 
- Follow simple 
class rules (kind 
hands, kind words) 

 

Feelings & 
Friendships 

- Identify and 
name basic 
emotions 
- Recognise 
emotions in 
others 
- Begin conflict 
resolution (say 
sorry, gentle 
hands) 
- Value 
differences 
between 
people 
- Learn how to 
be a kind 
friend 
- Develop 
resilience 
when things 

Health & Self-
Care 

- Wash hands 
independently 
- Learn about 
toothbrushing 
and dental 
health 
- Begin 
dressing skills 
(coats, shoes) 
- Choose 
healthy foods 
- Understand 
importance of 
sleep and rest 
- Talk about 
keeping 
healthy and 
safe 

 

Safety & Community 

- Learn road safety 
basics 

- Stranger 
awareness (who to 

talk to) 
- Know who helps us 

in the community 
(police, doctors, 

firefighters) 
- Simple online 

safety (ask adults 
before using 

devices) 
- Classroom and 
outdoor safety 

(scissors, climbing) 
- Fire safety 
awareness 

 

 
Growing & Changing 

- Explore life 
cycles 
(plants, 
animals, 
humans) 
- Understand 
how we grow 
from baby to 
child 
- Talk about 
similarities 
and 
differences 
- Respect 
personal 
space and 
bodies 
- Introduction 
to consent 
(asking 
before 
touching) 
- Celebrate 

 
Moving On & 
Transitions 

- Prepare for change 
(moving to 
Reception) 
- Talk about feelings 
linked to moving on 
- Reflect on learning 
and enjoyment 
- Develop 
confidence and 
independence 
- Reinforce positive 
friendships 
- Build self-esteem 
through “I can” 
activities 

 



don’t go their 
way 

  

personal 
achievements 

 

My Happy 
Mind 

Meet Your Brain 
 

Celebrate 

Appreciate 
 

Relate 

Engage Well-Being 
Meditation 

 
Well-Being 
Relaxation  

Well-Being 
Meditation 

 
Well-Being Relaxation 

Transition 

 


